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The original idea my group proposed was a community amphitheater that would benefit the community as a whole.  Our original plan of attack was to attract Georgia Southern and the City of Statesboro to the idea by saying that college student and all young people needed a place to gather at events like concerts and festivals. This was a very entertaining idea, but not one that would attract much financial support. However, through our research we found that the benefits of community arts can be enormous.  They not only provide entertainment, but have a positive economic impact, help teach life skills, and further higher education. Three of our most important sources show how Community Theater can be used as the link to form a network in the community in which each entity receives a positive impact.

American Association of Community Theatre.  “Economic Impact Links”. 22 Jun 2006. http://www.aact.org/advocacy/impact.html.

The Economic Impact Links website that is provided by the American Association of Community Theatre includes a lot of useful points. This website will be a very valuable tool in persuading sections of Statesboro who are not interested in the arts. Statesboro, being the rural town it is, has a large number of people that would see an amphitheater as a waste of time, land, and money. However, the website provides the catalyst that is needed to quickly change their minds, money. 

Americans for the Arts recently conducted an economic impact study of non-profit art organizations at the community level. This study showed a dramatic increase in revenues from the arts since 1992. The $134 billion total can be broken down further to show that $53.2 billion comes from spending by the actual arts organizations and $80.8 billion comes from event related spending. The $80.8 billion will be the most persuasive tool in my argument. This money includes spending at: hotels, restaurants, parking, souvenirs, refreshments, etc. These numbers convey that the arts are as much of a monetary benefit as they are anything else.

The economic information is further analyzed and broken down to show that 4.85 million full-time jobs are created, $89.4 billion in household income, $6.6 billion in local government tax revenues, and so on. This information only helps the argument that more arts would be a boost to our local economy. Also, our venue would serve as another marketplace for goods and services to be sold and taxed bringing in even more money.

Quinn, Dale. “Bringing Out Children’s ‘Magic’: Endowment will allow disabled to experience arts.” Knight Ridder Tribune Business News. Washington: June 20, 2006.

The article, Bringing out children’s ‘magic’: Endowment will allow disabled to experience arts, details a way in which money can be sought to not only help fund our amphitheater project, but ways in which our project can benefit others. In this case an Arizona woman, who has dedicated her life to those with disabilities, contributes money to the University of Arizona to fund an arts program. This program utilizes a network that Mondschein has created between the businesses, people with disabilities, and the University of Arizona so that each can benefit from their interactions.

The network functions in a very simple manor with a common goal, to benefit the disabled, but has a very uncommon outcome. The University receives positive P.R. from the project, and creates an area of research at the same time. The University students teach the disabled the arts, which gives the student real-world experience in their field of study. The participating businesses also receive positive P.R. and are exposed to a new pool of employees to draw from. Because in their interaction with the disabled business owners learn how “loyal and efficient and how dedicated people are who happen to have a disability.” Finally, the disabled at the least get a form of therapy through their observation or even participation in the arts. Some even find jobs and learn life skills that help them gain some freedom from their disabilities.
Mattingly, Doreen. “Place, teenagers and representations: lessons from a community 
theatre project.” Social and Cultural Geography. 2.4 (2001).

In Mattingly’s article “Place, teenagers and representations: lessons from a community theatre project.” A study is reviewed in which at-risk teens in a multi-cultural poverty ridden high school are asked to participate in a play. The article details the struggles which Mattingly and her associates faced throughout the project. She also publishes her findings at the end of the paper.


The play in which the students are asked to participate is, “Around the World in a Single Day”, which is designed to highlight the differences of cultures from around the world. Its goal is to acclimate the teens to peoples cultural and ethnical differences. It also gives at risk teens something productive to do with their spare time.


Obviously, Statesboro is not an inner-city community with a melting pot of cultures and ethnicities, but we are compiled of people with differences and at-risk juveniles. We all know that racism and economic stereotypes are a problem in every high school in America. A similar “learning tolerance” program could easily be implemented in area school systems with the help of Georgia Southern and other local assets. The program discussed in this article would be a great guide in framing the ground work and learning from their mistakes.


Our research has lead to a great angle of attack in our argument to bring an amphitheater to Statesboro. Our sources show the benefits of the arts to the community as a whole. With the economic and social benefits we have described valid arguments against our proposal can be easily confronted. When we changed our approach from entertainment value to community benefit tons of validity was added to our argument. The amount of support was also more easily found in researching this angle, but entertainment is still a major plus.
