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ARC Workshop: Evaluating Internet Sources


Name:  ______________________________

For this exercise, you will try searching for information using the following search engines:

Yahoo (http://www.yahoo.com)

AltaVista (http://www.altavista.com)

Write your keyword(s) here:

____________________________________________

For each search engine, write the number of hits you received:

Google

__________

Altavista
__________

Now, try narrowing your search using Boolean search terms (check the “Help” or “Advanced Search” information for the search engine to determine how to limit your search).

For each search engine, write the search terms you used and the number of hits returned:

Google:

Search Terms:  ____________________________________
# of Hits: _________

Altavista:

Search Terms:  ____________________________________
# of Hits: _________

Choose any of the searches above, and take a look at the first screen on results you received.  According to the little bit of information given on this list, which site seems most likely to be of real use in researching your topic?  Write the URL (Uniform Resource Locator, or WWW address) here:


http://__________________________________________________

In one or two sentences each, answer the following questions:

1. Why did you choose this site?

2. What is the author’s name?  If there is no individual author listed, is there a corporate author or sponsoring organization?  Who is it?

3. Can you locate any information about the authority of the author?  That is, does the site tell anything about the author’s education, experience, or other information that might lead you to believe the author is a reliable one?

4. What sort of organization hosts the site?  (Check the domain name, directories, and sub-directories; from this information, what can you tell about about this site?)

5. Can you detect any bias that might affect the reliability of the information?  In a sentence or two, indicate whether the site you have found has a special purpose or bias and explain how that might affect its usefulness.

6. Does the site give a date of publication or last modification?  If so, what is the date?  

7. If you were to use this site in a research paper or project, you would, of course, need to list it in a Works Cited or References page.  There are many different formats for listing information, but they all require similar information.  Can you locate the following information?  Write the information in the spaces provided below:

Author’s Name:
_________________________________

Title of Page:
_______________________________________

Title of Complete Web Site or Publication:  ______________________________________________________

Date of Publication:  ______________________

Date of Last Modification or Revision:  ______________________

URL (the Internet address), or, if the site cannot be accessed directly, the URL to a main page and the path you followed to the specific Web page:  

______________________________________________________________

Today’s date (the date you accessed the material online:  ________________

