5:00 class

Syllabus—absences
Readings:  What I expect…

Writing and Linguistics and exercises around font…

Fat versus thin

Ugly versus beautiful

Tall versus short

Opinionated versus passive

Angry versus happy

Sad versus sad

Despairing versus hopeful

Ironic versus easy

Cynical versus plain

Slogans for recruiting poster…

Assignment: 

This is a four part assignment:

Premise:  The Writing and Linguistic department needs recruitment posters—advertising the major, the second discipline or the minor.  You can choose one or all to include in a poster venue.

First, I want you to mimic a poster absolutely part for part; I want you to know when the poster was created, what art movements were happening then, and how the poster fits or doesn’t fit with the trends at that time.  This means selecting a poster from a particular time frame and then working on something similar.  In addition, you may want to think in terms of types (Recruitment posters, for example, versus movie posters).

You will need to do a little research to complete this part…type in art movements in google and see what comes up.

http://www.artmovements.co.uk/home.htm
http://www.aiga.org/content.cfm/getoutthevote
Second, I want you to take the design elements of that poster and remake it so that it looks like an obvious piracy of the poster—but with Writing and Linguistics as the focus.

Third, I want you to write about the issues you discovered (bringing in relevant readings), in the process of redesigning.

The fourth part is optional.  Try to move beyond a piracy…see if you can create a poster that draws on the strategies of the original but which is different enough that we wouldn’t necessarily recognize the original.

Procedure:  
1. find a poster

2. copy the poster?  
3. create the posters  (in class we’ll talk about how close it needs to be—i.e., cut out versus making it in photoshop)

4. write up a thoughtful analysis (drawing on examples from the readings, bringing them in)  No less than 500 words, no more than 1000. (can include images)
How this will be graded:  What I’m trying to do with this assignment is to expose the parts that we often look at without thinking…trying to get you to see how the parts contribute to the whole, and how those parts are decisions on the part of the designer.  I want you to hold yourself to high standards (think of a picky adult reader/viewer).  I’m most concerned that you see the relationships, the grids, the use of font, the political messages behind the signs, etc.
