WRIT 3234A: Research Methods for Technical and Professional Writers.  


Second day:  Discussion Questions for Research Methods Course: 

1. If you were making the second documentary (the documentary on the documentary), and you heard Ryan express ambivalence about doing this extended documentary, and you realized throughout the filming of Ryan that he was extremely ambivalent about doing it, would you have continued?  Why or why not?

2. In the making of the second documentary, when should they have filmed the first viewing that Ryan has of the film about him?  (they leave it to the end; do you think it matters when they show it to him?  In terms of the data that they get?)  (Talk about example of aging adults and testing.)

3. In just the first part, the documentary film that starts us out, what image do you hold of Ryan?  How does the additional information about Ryan shape your impressions of him?

4. What are your impressions of Ryan?

5. What questions do you think they asked people they interviewed?

6. What questions would you have asked?

7. How do the questions they ask shape the view we have of Ryan? Of Chris?  

8. What other views/impressions might we have had of Ryan.  If you were put in charge of this film, who would you have interviewed?  Why?  

9. what role does individual bias play in the questions a person explores?

10. what kinds of ethical considerations are likely to occur in most research situations?

11. what’s the range for reporting research findings?  Would you approve of a research report being created within an animated film? 

12. can you trust research?










