WRIT 3234A: Research Methods for Technical and Professional Writers.  


Below you will find a research question that focuses on health literacies.  (the research question deals explicitly with a question a technical writer might face in the future).

I want you to do two things:  first, start with one of the theoretical positions, define it, in your own words, conducting a search, and drawing on at least three good sites.  Then, determine how you would reword the research question below, and/or what questions you would add to the questions below to make sure that your theory’s perspective is included in the questions.  

When you finish with one theoretical perspective, move on to the next one!

Question:  Should we encourage our clients to use the web to better understand their health problems/concerns?  And if so, should we provide any guidance?

How useful are on-line web health documents for older adults?

How do we determine which documents are best for our target population?  I.e., are some documents better than others?

If we think some documents are better than others, what criteria are we using to determine that information?

If some documents are better than others, what search strategies do older adults use to find health documents on-line?

How effective are their search strategies in terms of finding the best documents?

(other questions?)

Postmodern theories/perspectives (also deconstruction)

Feminism---

Post-colonial Feminism
Post-modern Feminism

Racism—race studies

Classism
Marxist Criticism
Critical theory
Cultural Studies
Globalization









