WRIT 3234A: Research Methods for Technical and Professional Writers.  


So you want to be an expert?
1. Read through the book (even the parts you’re not an expert on), and make sure you know the similarities and differences between the different kinds of studies.  

2. In each chapter, he has suggested additional reading.  Try to find at least two additional sources that he recommends, read through them, and know why they represent that kind of study.

3. Do an extensive search for discussions of/examples of your type of research design on-line and decide on a sample of ten links that the class can use to gather a better sense of the research design.  

4. From your extensive search on-line, create a one-page handout of key quotations that you think help people to understand the research methodology.  (make enough copies of both the links page and the phrases page for each member of the class—or come by the office and we can make copies, or put them on the web)

5. Write 5 – 10 questions for the class to consider: Develop some descriptive questions for people that help them to summarize the key points of your research method. Develop some comparison questions that help people to see the distinct differences between two or more research method designs. Develop some questions that ask students to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the research method design.  Submit these questions by the deadline—sending everyone an e-mail who is registered in the class.
6. Come prepared to lead discussion from your questions—or if you want to lead discussion of the methodology in some other way, that’s fine too.  

7. Be prepared on every day that the experts are in charge of the class by reading your text, by being ready to answer their questions









